October 2025 Volunteer Spotlight:
Melissa Kiger, Director of Professional Development
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Why did you choose to volunteer with PMI Central Illinois Chapter?
I chose to volunteer with PMI Central Illinois Chapter because I had started a new role in a new organization and was looking for networking opportunities with other Project Managers. I was looking to not only expand my network, but also to broaden my knowledge within this community. I am grateful that I can fulfill this role remotely as I live a couple hours from Bloomington.


What kind of impact do you hope to make in your first year as a volunteer?
I hope to build lasting relationships with everyone I connect with and continue to connect/build with as many inspiring people as I can. Volunteering has fueled my passion for continuous growth and inspired me to deepen my expertise in project management. I’m a fan of all things professional development, and I find it incredibly energizing to connect with others who share that enthusiasm.


What is something people might be surprised to learn about you?
Even though I am naturally introverted, I have plenty of experience with organizing and leading chaos. When my kids were young, I spent a few years as a substitute teacher in early childhood classrooms, which sharpened my patience, adaptability, and conflict resolution skills! I always say my kids are my greatest (and most fulfilling) long-term project!

If you could instantly master one skill–professional or personal–what would it be?
To pass the PMP with flying colors! I am currently in the throes of PMP prep and planning on taking my exam and earning that title by end of year!
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