September 2024 Volunteer Spotlight:
Brady Cummings, Director of Membership
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Why did you choose to volunteer with PMI Central Illinois Chapter?
I chose to volunteer with PMI Central Illinois Chapter to further develop my skills and expand my network within the project management community. I saw this as an opportunity to learn from experienced professionals, gain practical insights, and build connections that can enhance my career. Volunteering here aligns with my goals of continuous growth and staying engaged with the industry in a meaningful way.

What skills or knowledge are you hoping to gain from volunteering? 
I’m hoping to gain a deeper understanding of how to effectively engage and support project management professionals while also broadening my knowledge across various aspects of project management. This role is an opportunity for me to refine my leadership skills in a volunteer setting and to learn from the diverse experiences and approaches of others within the chapter. I’m eager to explore new ideas and strategies that can help us better serve our members and enhance their professional journeys.

What advice would you give someone just starting out as a project professional?
Take your time—developing both technical and interpersonal skills is crucial. While having a solid understanding of project management methodologies is important, it’s equally vital to focus on communication and leadership. If you have the opportunity, take on volunteer assignments, even small ones, as they often provide valuable hands-on experience and can help you grow your network. Every project and every role offers lessons that are essential to your professional growth, regardless of whether you're officially in a project management role.

What advice do you have for others who are considering volunteering for the first time?
If you’re considering volunteering, go for it. It’s a great way to gain experience, meet new people, and contribute to something you care about. Start with a role that matches your interests, whether it’s a small commitment or something bigger—every bit helps. Volunteering is a learning experience, and it’s a chance to grow both personally and professionally while giving back.
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